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a violation of Belgian neutrality prior to Germany's being
formally at war with Russia would affect world opinion
more adversely than a German initiative in declaring; war.
So Bethmann decided at once to send an ultimatum to Rus-
sia and another to Russia's ally.
Pourtales was therefore informed that Russia's mobiliza-
tion of her entire army and navy, undertaken while negotia-
tions were still pending, and before Germany had taken any
mobilization measures, had compelled Germany to proclaim
"Threatening Danger of War." "Mobilisation must follow
in case Russia does not suspend every war measure against
Austria-Hungary and ourselves within twelve hours and
make us a distinct declaration to that effect. Please in-
form Sazonov of this, and telegraph the hour of your
communication," m
Pourtales received this message shortly after 11:00 P.M.,
deciphered it, and delivered it to Sazonov at midnight.
Sazonov replied to him, as the Tsar had clone, that for tech-
nical reasons it was impossible to suspend the mobilization
measures.114
As the time-limit for Russia's final answer did not expire
until noon on August 1, Pourtalcs made an effort in another
direction. Taking advantage of his personal friendship with
Count Fredericks, the Tsar's Minister of the Household, he
sent him a letter entreating him to use his influence with
the Tsar to prevent the catastrophe of war before it should
be too late. The Count saw the Tsar, but Nicholas II could
only assure him, as he had assured the Kaiser, that Russian
mobilization did not mean wfir and that he hoped German
mobilization did not mean so either115
In the ultimatum to Paris, Baron Sehoen was instructed
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